WHAT BRADFORD AND SALTAIRE WERE LIKE?

Bradford

Bradford grew during the Industrial Revolution.

Machinery in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries turned the town into a city and there was a lot of money made from the Wool combing industry.

Bradford in the 1830s was a collection of small weaving villages and there was a lot of movement everywhere.

Wool combing was a filthy job. In Bradford wool combers worked where they lived, -in slums and courtyards.

The city expanded a lot and old buildings were replaced by new ones with Victorian architecture.
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By 1850 Bradford had 129 factories and a population of over 100,000 people. There were cheap houses, roads and sewers that were built fast. That is why there was a lot of diseases and dirt in the poorer areas. The city is also overcrowded.

Source B on Pg 50 in the ‘Living in History’ book says:

 ‘The two waterways that ran through the town- Bradford Beck and the Bradford Canal were open sewers. In the 1840s the canal was known as “River Stink.” Smoke poured from factory chimneys irritating throats and lungs. Clothes and buildings are covered in smoke and dirt as well.

The average expectations of life in the town  was barely 20 years old, which is the lowest in Yorkshire. The rate of infant morality (die when you’re a young child) was the fifth highest in the country.

Popular discontent were shown at meetings and rallies, demonstrations and riots. Bradford was a town where tens and thousands of people took to the streets to demand limits of hours of work in factories, official help for unemployed hand loom weavers and wool combers and the repeal of the ‘New Poor Law.’

Saltaire

The mill was the first building in Saltaire. Sir Titus Salt started to build good houses, and every house had a good yard. It also had a lavatory outside which was emptied regularly.
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The amount of people living at one house verified the rent.

Workmen’s houses had a living room, a kitchen and two bedrooms upstairs.

The houses of supervisors had a scully (a room at the back of the kitchen, used for washing dishes and pots), a kitchen, a living room, three bedrooms and a front garden..

For leisure, Titus Salt didn’t want any pubs in Saltaire so he made other social clubs.

Bradford compared to Leeds was worse, because Leeds isn’t as crowded and dirty as Bradford.

Although, Leeds has the woolcombing industry and surrounding villages like Bradford, the conditions were a lot better in Leeds.

The sheep in the Yorkshire Moors provided wool for the spinners and weavers which gave Leeds a position as the main market for trade and woollen goods.

The Temple Mill in Leeds is the textile industry

There were some diseases like cholera but it wasn’t as bad as Bradford.

Houses in Bradford compared to Leeds were a lot worse because the houses in Bradford were built fast and were crowded, but houses in Leeds were built back to back which meant that were a lot of houses.

Leeds also had the advantage of having an existing rail road there so it’s good for the trade business. But in 1846 there was a railway made. It was called the Leeds & Bradford Railway, which made a dramatic increase to the population.

Overall, Bradford in the !8th century was a dreadful place to live in because of diseases, the population and how the city was on the whole.

The way of living and how the city compared to Leeds is really awful. In them days I would not like to be living in Bradford.
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