CONDITIONS IN BRADFORD

 The conditions in Bradford were not that good in 1750. Read this article and I will take you back in time to see what it was like and compare this to other towns.

 First the overall conditions in Bradford were quite poor. All over Britain there was a population increase, the reasons for this are that people were getting married at younger ages- they usually got married at around 27 but now they were getting married nearer to 20- so people were getting larger families as well.

 Then the children had to bring money in for the families, because their parents could not bring all the money for all the children. So the children weren’t getting educated. Parents were getting less concerned about their children’s well-being. Overall these were the conditions in Britain. Now lets take a look at Bradford.

JOBS

In Bradford the jobs were Wool combing, a filthy and dangerous job. The men did the work at home, they used boiling hot forks with oil and they pulled the wool through the forks and if there was a tangle in the wool they were in danger of getting badly burnt.

Women and children went to work at the mills spinning the thread when then men had finished combing them. The houses were filthy when the women got home because the men had been working in there, so this meant the women had to cook the food in the filth- and sleep in it as well.

A report by the Bradford Sanitary Committee talking about how all the houses were then said: 

‘In Pinfold Street the back streets were filthy, and in the cellars the inmates were all crowded together. There were charcoal fumes that spread disease. Children were dying of fever and women were suffering from various disease.’ 

‘At the back of Adelaide Lane it was damp and there was no ventilation, the toilets were far away from the door. People lived in the cellar which was dirty and it was 5ft 3 inches below the surface.’

That was just some of the streets the others were just the same though, filthy and full of disease. Now lets compare this part of Bradford with another part of Bradford which was very different.

The place we’ll talk about is Saltaire. The place was owned by a man called Titus Salt, he was the employer and landlord of Saltaire. He built an enormous mill, which was the first building in Saltaire.

Saltaire had everything there was:

Swimming 

Archery

Bowling

Boating and 

Cricket.

There was also different types of recreation, this was because Sir Titus was very strict about having no pubs, so he gave money to support other things like:

A gardening society.

A concert hall.

A lecture theatre.

A library.

Classrooms.

And many more.

Everything in Saltaire was like heaven compared to Bradford. One reason for this would be that Titus Salt had very strict rules if you were dismissed from work you had to leave Saltaire, so if you had a job you also had a nice house.

Well we know Saltaire was a very nice place lets compare Bradford with somewhere else 

In 1844 J.G. Kohl described the conditions of Manchester like this: 

‘In less than a century, between 1750 and 1850, Manchester had been transformed from a market town into a major industrial city. The development of steam power and growth of factories caused people to flock to Manchester to find employment, working and living in conditions which left much to be desired. Little regard was paid to safety in factories, many houses lacked adequate sanitary facilities and the atmosphere was heavily polluted. However, there were those who were aware that such conditions in the home and at work affected the lives of everyone and that something had to be done to improve living and working conditions. This talk will outline the conditions under which people lived and worked in Manchester in the last 250 years and the attempts that were made to try and improve them.’

So Manchester was once filthy and unsanitary but they are working to improve. In Bradford’s case nothing is being improved.

So in conclusion it is easy to say that in Britain, Bradford is one of the filthiest towns, unlike Saltaire that is a very nice place. 
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