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History department project

Aims of the project

· To foster an interest in Local and European affairs.

· To develop an understanding of social, cultural and economic issues.

· To embody a feeling of belonging and understanding within students.

Objectives of the project

· To provide students with the skills necessary to undertake independent research.

· To provide students with skills necessary to create, and maintain, web pages.

· To enhance students ICT, literacy and numeracy skills.

Students to be involved in the project

· Gifted and Talented cohort within Year 9

· Any student from other year groups who is a member of the gifted and talented cohort who expresses a desire to participate in the project.

The project will take place as an extra curricular activity for one hour each Friday after school.

Information pack for students

Students will be provided with a series of events and developments that occurred within Bradford in the period 1939-1945. 

Students will be provided with a series of political, social and economic developments that occurred within Britain in the period 1939-1945.

Students will be provided with the dates of some of the major events of the Second World War.

Students will be provided will the names of some Bradfordians who fell fighting for their country during the war.

Students will be provided with a series of URLs to sites of relevance to these events and developments. 

Students will be provided with access to the archives of the Telegraph and Argus, via the Central Library, Bradford.

The history department will strive to bring in a number of speakers who experienced the Second World War, either as a Bradfordian living at home or as a serviceman/ woman within the European theatre of war.

Student’s Brief

You will be put into a number of groups. These groups will each be allocated a variety of areas of content. 

Each group will have an element of local, national, European and World history to cover. 

For each area of content the group must research the background and create a series of sub-headings of content that they must include within their project.

Each group will be allocated a number of deceased servicemen to locate on the war graves commission website. They must provide a hyperlink to the page relevant to these individuals.

The group must allocate different elements of their content to group members, with one student being considered to be group editor. Each individual within the group is then responsible for researching and writing independently about the sub headings that they have been allocated. 

Each page must be saved upon creation and given a unique name. These MUST be recorded onto a group log at the end of each session and all data saved to the network and to disk. 

Once a suitable amount of content is produced a member of each team will be nominated to insert the content into a provided HTML template. They will be taught how to create hyperlinks and will be responsible then for linking each page within sections to each other. This must include cross-referencing to other pages on the entire web that are of relevance. 

Links on the template will initially be text links. Students will produce all of the graphics for the site. 

Bradford at War: Initial areas of content to be covered

	Content area
	Group
	What needs to be done?

	Hitler invades Poland on 1st September. Britain and France declare war on Germany two days later. 
	1
	Brief background saying why Hitler ordered the invasion of Poland, why Britain and France chose to go to war about this and why it took 2 days to declare war.

	The UK introduces rationing. 
	1
	What was rationing and what would it mean to ordinary British families. Examples of what rationing would allow people to buy along with some primary sources are needed for this section.

	The Germans overwhelm Belgium, Holland and France using Blitzkrieg tactics. 
	2
	Description of what Blitzkrieg was and a brief summary of how quickly the Germans defeated the Allies in the West.

	Churchill replaces Chamberlain as Prime Minister. 
	2
	Biography of Chamberlain and an explanation of why Churchill, rather than anyone else, took over from him.

	Evacuation of British army at Dunkirk. 
	3
	Use of images from the beaches and a description of what happened are needed. 

	British victory in Battle of Britain forces Hitler to postpone invasion plans. 
	3
	Outline of the reasons for the Battle of Britain and a description of how this battle was fought. Images should be used.

	Hitler invades Russia. 
	4
	Explanation of the reasons why Hitler invaded the Soviet union. Could analyse the consequences of this (Although this is a somewhat more challenging task).

	The Blitz continues in England's major cities. 
	4
	Descriptive piece. Must include images, use of primary source material and reference to local air raids. 

	British victory at Tobruk. 
	5
	State where Tobruk is, what the consequences of the victory were and briefly explain what desert warfare was like.

	Japan attacks Pearl Harbour and the USA enters the war. 
	5
	Explanation of why the attack on pearl harbour was so significant and description of what happened. Use of a map needed to pinpoint the location of Pearl harbour. Could analyse the consequences of the attack.

	The Germans are beaten at El Alamein. 
	6
	Biography of Montgomery and Rommel plus evaluation of the significance of the victory.

	German advance in Russia is halted at Stalingrad.
	6
	Outline of the German successes in Germany. Explain the significance of Stalingrad to the Russians and suggest reasons why the Nazi’s failure to take the city was significant.

	The Death Camp at Auschwitz is opened by the Nazi's.
	7
	Say what the holocaust was and use some images (not too horrific) to show what happened at Auschwitz.

	Surrender at Stalingrad marks Germany's first major defeat. 
	7
	Link the German surrender with the events that follow: ie Russian advance.

	Allied victory in North Africa enables invasion of Italy to be launched. 
	1
	Brief outline of the invasion of Italy and overview of the war in Africa. Make some references to El Alamein. 

	Italy surrenders but Germany takes over the battle. 
	2
	Biography of Mussolini. Consequences for the Germans of this development.

	Allies land at Anzio and bomb monastery at Monte Cassino. 
	3
	Description of the events and an explanation of its significance. 

	D Day: the Allied invasion of France.  
	4
	Overview of the operation. Could use pictures and primary source material to make the significance and scale of the invasion clearer.

	Paris is liberated.
	5
	Biography of De Gaulle and description of the liberation of Paris.

	Guam liberated by the US. Okinawa and Iwo Jima bombed. 
	8
	Brief outline of significance.

	Auschwitz is freed by Soviet troops 
	6
	Brief outline of significance.

	Russians reach Berlin:  Germany surrenders on May 7th after Hitler commits suicide. 
	7
	Description of Nazi Germany’s final days. 

	Truman becomes President on Roosevelt's death, and Attlee replaces Churchill. 
	2
	Significance of these changes. Biography of Roosevelt and Truman.

	Japan surrenders after the Americans drop two atomic bombs on Japanese cities
	8
	Description of the impact of the Atomic bomb. Use images of the survivors to show the nature of destruction. 

	Life at Home: Rationing, the blackout and life in an air raid shelter
	1
	Rationing as above. Descriptive pieces on the blackout and the air raid shelter. Use images where appropriate.

	Conscription: Joining the armed forces
	3
	Explain what conscription is. Use primary source material to show how it was received.

	Evacuation: an influx of new friends.
	4
	Explanation of what evacuation was. Use source materials to show how it affected life. Where possible relate this to local life.

	Refugee: those less fortunate than ourselves, the plight of Europe.
	5
	Explain what a refugee is. Find examples of refugees and use source material to relate their story. Should make reference to the influx of refugees into this country after the war: and where possible make use of some of these peoples memories.

	The Aggressors: The Third Reich
	6
	Biography of Hitler, Goerring, Himmler. Outline of reasons for the war.

	Communication breakdown? Letters home and the Pathe newsreels
	7
	Examples of letters sent home, news reports and a description of the Pathe newsreels.

	Local Heroes: A tribute to some of the men who fought for us.
	8
	Biography of some of the locals who fell fighting in the war and links to the relevant pages on the commonwealth War graves commission web site. 
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